Notice of Rejection 

2001-104954 
June 14, 2004 
July, 6 2004 

Yoshitaka SONOD A et al 

Yasuyuki KAWABATA 9156 4S00 

Article 29, Paragraph 1 
Article 29, Paragraph 2 
Article 36 

The present application is rejected for the following reasons. Should the 
applicant have any comments thereon, the applicant should submit remarks 
within three months from the date of issue of this notice. 

Reasons 

1. The inventions according to the below-cited claims of the present 
application are inventions which were described in the below-cited 
publication(s) distributed in Japan or a foreign country or became publicly 
available through electronic communication channels prior to the filing thereof, 
and are therefore unpatentable under Article 29, Paragraph 1, Number 3 of the 
Japanese Patent Law. 

2. The inventions according to the below-cited claims of the present 
application could have been readily invented by one with ordinary knowledge 
in the technical field to which the invention belongs prior to the filing thereof, 
based on inventions described in the below-cited publication(s) distributed in 
Japan or a foreign country or became publicly available through electronic 
communication channels prior to the filing thereof, and are therefore 
unpatentable under Article 29, Paragraph 2 of the Japanese Patent Law. 

3. The recitations of the claims of the present application fail to satisfy the 
requirements of Article 36, Paragraph 6, Number 2 of the Japanese Patent Law 
with regard to the following points. 
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Comments 


Concerning Reasons 1 and 2 

• Claims 1 to 8 

• Citations 

1. JP-AH3-281786 

2. JP-AH1-226399 

• Remarks 
(Claims 1 to 3) 

The inventions according to Claims 1 to 3 were disclosed in Citations 1 and 

2. 

Although the resins recited in Claim 2 as the material for the support are 
disclosed in Citations 1 and 2, Claim 2 recites "such as ... a polyester" for the 
support; thus, since the resin is not limited to those specified in Claim 2, there is 
no distinction on this point. Furthermore, it would not be particularly difficult 
for one skilled in the art to apply the decorative arts disclosed in Citations 1 and 
2 to a product with a base material made of synthetic resin. 

(Claims 4 and 5) 

It would not be particularly difficult for one skilled in the art to apply the 
decorative arts disclosed in Citations 1 and 2 to a variety of products, such as a 
stopper. 

(Claims 6 to 8) 

Although Citations 1 and 2 do not disclose the forming of a metallic layer 
by electrodeposition or galvanoplasty, electrodeposition and galvanoplasty are 
common means for doing so; thus, it would not be particularly difficult for one 
skilled in the art to use these methods to form the metallic layers disclosed in 
Citations 1 and 2. 

Concerning Reason 3 

It is unclear to what "zamak" refers in Claim 2. It is also unclear to what 
"being filled" refers. 
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Recordof Prior Art Search 

• Searched Fields IPC 7 B32B1/00-35/00 

• Prior Art Documents 
none 

This record of the prior art search does not constitute a reason for rejection. 
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